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The Jtazanetse would have been a fairly com-
fortable boat anywhere. To us, fresh from the
discomforts of tho road, she seemed positively
luxurious. The fleet to which sho belonged is one
of fourteen vessels, each ranging from one hundred
and fifty to two hundred tons, and owned by two
private individuals, Messrs. Kouvbatoff and Ignatoff,
who have the contract for carrying mails and
prisoners. These vessels are built at Tiumen, and
on the same model, the first-class accommodation
forward, the roof of the saloon forming an upper
deck, whilo abaft the funnel the docks are roofed
over with iron for deck passengers, of whom, on
the Ka%anetsc.) there were some three hundred
returning to various parts of the Obi district before
the closing of that river for navigation. The mer-
chandise is towed in lighters of two and three hun-
dred tons, though drawing but two or three feet of
water, for in parts oven this huge stream becomes
dangerously shallow in the summer months. The
steamers burn wood, carried on the de*ck of the
lighters, the consumption per diem being sometimes
as much as eighty tons !

It was with a sense of relief that we woke next
day to hear tho paddle-wheels dashing through the
water, and the little steamer shaking with the
speed at which she was being driven through the
grey misty morning. As usual, washing appliances
were nil, but after a steaming glass of tea and two
or three " Kalatchi" * and preserves, we found no
difficulty in dispensing with such minor details, and
felt as we had not once felt since leaving Irkoutsk,
1 A kind of oatmaal cake.